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LOCATION
Driving distance from Chestertown:

(in miles) (in kilometers)
Atlanta, GA 690 1,110
Baltimore, MD 64 103
Boston, MA 375 603
Chicago, IL 743 1,195
New York, NY 167 269
Philadelphia, PA 78 126
Pittsburgh, PA 287 462
Richmond, VA 175 282
Washington, DC 76 122

POPULATION
Upper

Kent Eastern
County Shore*      Maryland

1990 Census 17,842 177,009 4,780,753
2000 Census 19,197 199,406 5,296,486
2005 Estimate 19,850 215,150 5,589,800
2010 Projection 20,650 233,000 5,897,600
2015 Projection 21,450 253,975 6,176,075
*Represents Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent and Talbot Counties.
Selected areas population (2000 Census):  Chestertown,
4,746; Rock Hall, 1,396.
U.S. Bureau of the Census; Maryland Department of Planning.

CLIMATE
Yearly Precipitation (inches) 44.8
Yearly Snowfall (inches) 18.1
Summer Temperature (°F) 75.3
Winter Temperature (°F) 35.6
Duration of Freeze-Free Period 209 days
Note: Temperature and precipitation data based on 30-year averages.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Maryland State
Office of Climatology.

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
(2010 Projection)
Age Number Percent
Under 5 950 4.6
5   - 19 3,480 16.9
20 - 44 5,490 26.6
45 - 64 6,270 30.4
65 and over 4,450 21.6
  Total 20,650 100.0
Note:  Columns may not add due to rounding.

Maryland Department of Planning.
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MAJOR EMPLOYERS
Employer Product/Service Employment
Chester River Health Medical services 631
 System
Washington College Higher education 495
Dixon Valve & Coupling Valves and couplings 355
David A. Bramble Asphalt paving, 290

 road construction
Angelica Nurseries Plants and flowers 221
Heron Point of Chestertown Nursing care 190
LaMotte Chemical Products Chemical testing equip. 138
Waterman's Crabhouse & Restaurant 110
 Restaurant*
Chestertown Nursing & Nursing care 100
 Rehabilitation
Gillespie & Son Concrete products 90
Kent Center Medical services 80
Super Fresh Groceries 77
Peoples Bank Banking services 74
USA Fulfillment Promotion fulfillment 68
Acme Markets Groceries 64
Velsicol Chemical Plasticizers and synthetic oils 45
Haven Harbour* Marina and restaurant 45
McDonald's Restaurant 43
PNC Financial Serv. Group Banking services 40
Roses Consumer goods 38
Life Science Products Health care equipment 38
Benchworks Advertising services 30
CreaFill Fibers Cellulose filler 28
Note: Excludes post offices, state and local governments; includes
public higher education institutions.
* Includes seasonal workers.

Kent County Economic Development Office; Maryland Department
of Business and Economic Development.

LABOR AVAILABILITY
(by place of residence) Kent County
Civilian Labor Force (2006 annual averages):

Total civilian labor force 10,880
Employment 10,442
Unemployment 438

Unemployment rate 4.0%

Residents commuting outside
the county to work (2000): 2,534 28.0%

Employment in selected occupations (2000):
   Management, professional and related 2,941 31.6%
   Service 1,673 18.0%
   Sales and office 2,109 22.7%
   Production, transp. and material moving 1,179 12.7%
Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, Office of
Workforce Information and Performance; U.S. Bureau of the Census.

EMPLOYMENT
(2006, by place of work) Annual Average

Average Weekly
Industry Employment % Wage
Federal government 83 1.0 $767
State government 302 3.6 720
Local government 764 9.1 699
Private sector 7,245 86.3 594

Nat'l. resources and mining 306 3.6 659
Construction 436 5.2 685
Manufacturing 899 10.7 674
Trade, transp. and utilities 1,146 13.7 457
Information 55 0.7 905
Financial activities 436 5.2 740
Prof. and business services 698 8.3 773
Educ. and health services 1,927 23.0 662
Leisure and hospitality 1,089 13.0 346
Other services 253 3.0 439

Total 8,394 100.0 610
Note:  Percentages may not add due to rounding.

Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, Office of
Workforce Information and Performance.

KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

HOURLY WAGE RATES
(2007) Experi-
Selected Occupations: Median Entry enced
Accountants $22.50 $14.75 $28.00
Bookkeeping/accounting clerks 14.75 10.50 17.50
Computer support specialists 19.25 14.25 24.50
Customer service representatives 13.00 9.75 16.00
Electronic engineering technicians 20.75 15.25 24.00
Freight, stock and material
  movers, hand 9.25 7.00 12.00
Industrial truck operators 12.50 10.00 14.25
Inspectors, testers, sorters 12.75 9.50 15.75
Machinists 19.50 13.50 21.25
Maintenance workers, machinery 15.25 11.75 17.00
Mixing and blending machine
  operators 13.00 10.75 14.50
Network administrators 28.75 23.50 34.25
Packers and packagers, hand 10.00 7.75 11.25
Secretaries 13.00 9.50 15.25
Shipping/receiving clerks 13.00 8.25 15.50
Team assemblers 11.25 8.50 12.75

Note:  These wages are an estimate of what workers might expect to
receive on the Upper Eastern Shore (Caroline, Dorchester, Kent,
Queen Anne’s and Talbot Counties).  Wages may vary by industry,
employer, and locality.

Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, Office of
Workforce Information and Performance.



BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY

Industrial sites in the county range in size and price, depending
on location and infrastructure. Wireless broadband is available in
Kent County.

Kent County Business Park at Worton - Located on Route 297
with rail, water and sewer access. This park is located in a
Priority Funding Area.

Radcliffe Creek Business & Professional Park - Located on
213 Bypass with campus style professional and industrial
buildings.

Chestertown Business Park - Located on High Street in the
heart of Chestertown with campus style professional, industrial
and manufacturing buildings.

Interstate 301 Industrial Area - Within easy access to Maryland
Route 301 near the town of Millington.

Kent County welcomes clean industrial development and
agriculture-biomedical partners.

EDUCATION
Educational Attainment - age 25 and over (2000):
    High School Graduate or Higher 78.8%
    Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 21.7%

Public Schools
Number:  3 Elementary; 4 Middle/Combined; 1 High
Enrollment:  2,356 (Sept. 2006)
Cost per Pupil:  $11,105 (2005-2006)
Students per Teacher:  13.2 (Oct. 2006)
High School Career/Tech Enrollment:  434 (2007)
High School Graduates:  180 (June 2006)

Private Schools
Number: 4; Enrollment:  470 (Sept. 2006)

Higher Education
(2006) Enrollment Degrees
2-Year Institution

Chesapeake College* 2,579 194
4-Year Institution
    Washington College 1,381 320
*A regional community college serving residents of Kent County.
Main campus is located in adjacent Queen Anne’s County.

Maryland State Department of Education and Higher Education
Commission; U.S. Bureau of the Census.

TAX RATES
Kent

County Maryland
Corporate Income Tax (2008) none 8.25%

Base - Federal taxable income.
Personal Income Tax (2008) 2.85% 2.0%-5.5%*

Base - Federal adjusted gross income.
*Graduated tax peaking at 5.5% on taxable income over $500,000.

Sales and Use Tax (2008) none 6.0%
Exempt - sales for resale; manufacturer’s purchase of raw
materials; manufacturing machinery and equipment; purchases
of materials and equipment used in R&D and testing of finished
products; purchases of computer programs for reproduction or
incorporation into another computer program for resale.

Real Property Tax (FY 2008) $0.972  $0.112
Effective rate per $100 of assessed value.
In an incorporated area, a municipal rate will also apply.

Business Personal Property
Tax (FY 2008) none none

No county personal property tax on ordinary business.
$2.43/$100 applicable to utility operating property only.
In an incorporated area, a municipal rate may apply.

Major Tax Credits Available
Job Creation; Research and Development.

Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation;
Comptroller of the Treasury.

KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

PERSONAL INCOME

Per Capita Personal Income - 2005
Kent County $39,389
Maryland $41,972
U.S. $34,471

Total Personal Income (millions) - 2005
Kent County $784
Maryland $234,609
U.S. $10,220,942

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis.



Division of Business Development
Maryland Department of Business & Economic Development
217 E. Redwood Street  •  Baltimore, Maryland  21202
Telephone:  (410) 767-6870  •  Toll Free:  888-ChooseMD
Fax:  (410) 333-6792
TDD/TTY:  (410) 333-6926
http://www.ChooseMaryland.org

TRANSPORTATION

Highways:  U.S. 301 and MD 213.

Rail:  Maryland-Delaware Railroad Company with access to
Norfolk Southern Railroad. Amtrak passenger service provided
in Wilmington, Delaware approximately 60 miles from
Chestertown.

Truck:  21 motor freight common carriers serve the county.

Water:  Served by the Port of Baltimore, 50' channel; a leading
U.S. automobile and break-bulk port; six public terminals
including the state-of-the-art Intermodal Container Transfer
Facility.

Air:  Served by Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood
Marshall Airport (BWI), approximately 64 miles from Chestertown
and Philadelphia International Airport (PHL), approximately 72
miles from Chestertown. Massey Aerodrome is approximately 25
miles from Chestertown.

UTILITIES

Electricity:  Delmarva Power and Choptank Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc. Customers of investor-owned utilities and major
cooperatives may choose their electric supplier.

Water:  Municipal systems in Betterton, Chestertown, Galena,
and Rock Hall. County systems serve Edesville, Fairlee,
Kennedyville, Millington and Worton.

Sewer:  Municipal systems in Betterton, Chestertown, Galena,
Millington and Rock Hall. County systems serve Fairlee,
Kennedyville and Worton.

Telecommunications: Local Carriers - Verizon Maryland and
Bay Broadband Communications wireless.  Long Distance
Carriers - AT&T, Sprint, Verizon and numerous additional carriers
and resellers of WATS and MTS. Cable provided by Atlantic
Broadband. Satellite TV provided by Direct TV.

RECREATION and CULTURE

Public beaches, marinas, county-owned landings, private yacht
clubs, fishing charters and other boat charters provide opportu-
nities for water-related activities.

Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, Chesapeake Farms,
Turner’s Creek and the Sassafras River Natural Resource
Management Area appeal to nature lovers. Hunting of geese,
ducks, deer and upland game, fishing and paddling are other
recreational pastimes.

There are nine county parks, 18th and 19th century buildings,
nine museums, and open landscapes that complement Kent
County’s Chesapeake Country National Scenic Byway and
Maryland certified Stories of the Chesapeake Heritage Area.

Annual events include: Chestertown - Tea Party, Wildlife Show,
Tea Time House Tour and Sultana Downrigging; Rock Hall -
Expo, FallFest, Rock Fish Tournament and Rock Hall Crawl New
Year’s Eve Celebration; Betterton Day; Galena Dogwood Festival
and the Kent County Fair.

GENERAL INFORMATION
County Seat - Chestertown

Government - Three commissioners elected at large for four-
year terms; home rule system.

Bond Rating - A (Moody’s)

Elevation - Sea level to 102 feet

Land Area - 278.3 square miles

Water Area - 25.3 square miles

Shoreline - 343 miles

Maryland State Archives; Maryland Association of Counties; Maryland
Geological Survey.

Kent County Economic Development Office
400 High Street
Chestertown, Maryland  21620-1312
Telephone:  (410) 778-5188
Fax:  (410) 778-0810
E-mail:  jsteinmetz@kentgov.org
http://www.kentcounty.com/gov
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HOUSING
Median Selling Price:
All owner-occupied properties (FY 2007) $264,000
All multiple-listed properties (2006)* $280,500
*Includes rental properties; excludes auctions and FSBO.

Sources: Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation;
Maryland Association of Realtors.


