
 
County Commissioners Hearing Room 

400 High Street 
Chestertown, Maryland 

 
AGENDA 

April 22, 2024 
4:00 p.m. 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings in person or via conference call.  
 
Public participation and audio-only call-in number: 
  
1. Dial 1-872-239-8359 
2. Enter Conference ID: 523 081 232# 
 
Members of the public are asked to mute their phones/devices, until the Chair opens the floor for comment.  
 
Members of the public may also watch the live video feed and view the video after the meeting at the County’s 
YouTube channel: @kentcountygovernment2757. 
 
MINUTES 
 
March 14, 2024 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Invitation to discuss State’s Adventure 
 
Discussion of amendments to bylaws 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
ADJOURN 

Meetings are conducted in Open Session unless otherwise indicated. All or part of the Historic Preservation Commission 
meetings can be held in closed session under the authority of the Maryland Open Meetings Act by vote of the members.   
 
Meetings are subject to audio and video recordings. All applications will be given the time necessary to assure full public 
participation and a fair and complete review of all projects.  Agenda items are subject to change due to cancellations. 



SUMMARY MINUTES
March 14, 2024 

5:00 p.m. 
 
The Kent County Historic Preservation Commission met on Thursday, March 14, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. in the County 
Commissioners' Hearing Room at 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland.  
 
The following members were in attendance: Chair Elizabeth Beckley, Chair’s Designee Jennifer Moore, John 
Lysinger, Max Ruehrmund III (remotely), and Melinda Zupon (remotely).  
 
Architect Tammy Brice, Contractor Bob Coleman, and Contractor Colby Brice were in attendance in person to 
discuss the demolition of the farmhouse at Brice’s Mill. Mr. Porter Durham, property owner, attended remotely. 
 
Staff in attendance were William Mackey, AICP, Director; and Tyler Arnold, GIS Coordinator. Cynthia L. McCann, 
Esq. was present to represent staff.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Elizabeth Beckley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Jeremy Rothwell was elected Chair and Jennifer Moore was elected Vice Chair by unanimous votes. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Mr. Ruehrmund moved, and Ms. Beckley seconded approval of the minutes for June 22, 2023, as presented. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Welcome and Orientation for New Members 
 
The Commission welcomed new members John Lysinger and Darius Johnson. Staff provided an overview of key 
documents and the Historic Preservation Commission's role. 
 
Brice's Mill Farm 
 
The property owners and project representatives discussed the circumstances that led to the demolition of the 
historic house due to structural instability and safety concerns after attempts to stabilize it. Commission members 
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expressed regret about the loss of the resource but acknowledged the challenges faced. The owners shared plans 
to rebuild using salvaged materials and historic techniques where feasible. 
 
Cypress Branch Dam Removal Project 
 
The Commission reviewed the Memorandum of Agreement for the project. While expressing support for 
ecological restoration goals, members emphasized the need for appropriate mitigation measures such as 
interpretive signage, documentation, and potential National Register nomination. Mr. Mackey will convey these 
comments and request key documents. 
 
Ms. Beckley moved that present members do not oppose the demolition of the Cypress Creek Dam (K-170), that 
members request (a) the signed MOA for the record from MHT, (b) subsequent reports generated by agencies for 
the record, (c) that adequate signage be provided, and noting that the dam was eligible for listing on the National 
Register under Criterion A. Vice Chair Moore seconded the motion.  The Commission voted unanimously in favor.  
 
Trileaf Section 106 Review--Rock Hall Water Tower 
 
The Commission voted unanimously to request consulting party status in the Section 106 review process for the 
proposed antenna installation on the water tower. 
 
Vice Chair Moore moved that Planning staff advise TriLeaf engineering firm that the HPC does wish to be added 
as a consulting part on the project. Ms. Beckley seconded.  
 
The Commission discussed the process by which the County would receive a Section 106 review request. Requests 
submitted to the Planning Office would be forwarded to the Historic Preservation Commission when received.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Staff provided brief updates on the Morgnec Road solar array including landscaping requirements for the facility, 
the upcoming demolition of the Granary building, and the training requirements under the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:57 p.m. The next meeting will be scheduled within 30-45 days. 
 
 
Please note that 95% of this document was created by Claude 3 from Anthropic, utilizing a transcript created by 
Microsoft Teams. The DPHZ team then reviewed the document prior to its distribution to the Planning Commission. 
 
 



EMAIL N.B.: Redacted to remove 
 personal email addresses 
From: William Mackey 
Subject: Kent County Historic Preservation Commission - FYI - New Request for Demolition 
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 6:37:00 PM 
Attachments: K-138.pdf 

Land Use Ordinance - page 482.pdf 
  
 

Good evening, Historic Preservation Commission Chair and Members, 
 

I’m writing to the entire Commission since you recently inquired about the demolition process. The first 
step involves research by staff to make an initial determination regarding the age and significance of the 
structure using information found in SDAT, deeds, and applicant-provided documentation as well as a 
staff search for historical easements through the Maryland Historical Trust. For demolition-permit-
related photographic documentation, staff reaches out to the designated HPC members to assist with 
required photography. The assistance that Vice Chair Jen Moore and Immediate Past Chair Biz Beckley 
offer is invaluable to DPHZ, as we don’t have this expertise. 

 
Today, I spoke with the architect of the owner of State’s Adventure (K-138, attached). The property 
owner requested an estimate for restoration of the house, which is in poor repair with a hole in the roof 
and substantial deterioration as a result. Restoration would require several million dollars. The house is 
4,300 square feet and neither the property owner nor their children are interested in living in the house. 
A contractor is being sought to salvage the interior millwork, stairs, etc. A demo permit is expected. 

 
I’m forwarding this information to you, so photography can be planned. I forwarded the Land Use 
Ordinance excerpt to the architect, so Phase II drawings can be started. 

 
I’ve also communicated to the architect that I feel certain this will be considered a Tier III property. Per 
the Land Use Ordinance, I can make that call, but I will defer to Chair Rothwell or Chair’s designee, since 
this is already on the Maryland Inventory of Historic Places, and there may already be a substantial 
photographic record available. 

 
As noted above, the drawings listed in the Land Use Ordinance have been requested. Per DPHZ standing 
protocol, Rob Tracey will reach out to Jen and Biz and coordinate who would like to be the 
photographer for this demolition permit. Then, Rob will reach out for permission and a date and time 
for the photo shoot with the property owner. 

 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 

Bill 
 
William A. Mackey, AICP 
Director, Department of Planning, Housing, and Zoning 
Kent County, Maryland 400 
High Street, Suite 103 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
410-778-7423, ext. 9 
wmackey@kentgov.org  
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K-138 

States Adventure (Nau Farm) 
 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 
such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 01-23-2020 












































