Economic Development Commission
The County Commissioners of Kent County
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620

May 3, 2017
Commission Members Present: Cindy Genther, Kate Gray, Jim Luff, Bob Ampula, Bob Jacob,
Aaron Bramble, Dan MacLeod, and Shreyas Suresh
Commission Members Absent: Mary Ford
Also in Attendance: William Short, County Commissioner; and Shelley Heller, County
Administrator
At 3:00 p.m. the meeting convened. Mr. Luff called the meeting to order. Mr. Luff
requested a motion to approve the minutes from the March 1 and April 5, 2017 meetings. On
motion by Mr. Ampula and seconded by Ms. Gray the Commission unanimously approved the
minutes from the March 1 and April 5, 2017 meetings.
Ms. Williams shared that the Commerce Zone Tax Credit legislation passed the House
and Senate and was signed by Governor Hogan. Local legislation is currently being drafted and
scheduled to be introduced on May 16, 2017, the public hearing is being scheduled by the
Commissioners’ office. The Job Creation Tax Credit and the Chestertown HUB Zone
information will be added to the website under incentives.
The Chestertown Business Incubator & Coworking Space is now open and a save the
date for May 22, 2017, at 4:30 p.m. was recently circulated for the ribbon cutting and grand
opening. The NASA Space Apps Challenge was held at the hotDesks location as a pre-opening
event. A team comprising of a Washington College professor, two alumn, and two current
students formed a team. The address of the hotDesks, Chestertown location will be added to the
Tidewater Trader ad.
Ms. Williams shared the article published in the March/April 2017, Broadband
Communities publication and the portfolio folders that will be used when materials are requested
from Economic Development.
Mr. Luff shared the current terms of Mr. Ampula and Mr. Jacob expired and both are
eligible for reappointment. Mr. Ampula and Mr. Jacob are both willing to serve an additional
term. On motion by Ms. Genther and seconded by Ms. Gray the Commission unanimously
approved to make a recommendation to the Commissioners to reappoint Mr. Ampula and Mr.
Jacob.
Mr. Ampula read prepared comments on the Citizen Survey and Economic Strategic
Plan, see attached. Kate Gray shared the Facebook page “Kent County Citizens for Economic
Development” stating that the topic of when Economic Development Commission meetings are
held is a hindrance to participation. The Commission agreed to discuss mixing up the meetings
to garner more diversity and participation. Ms. Genther shared that a recent visit to the Lehigh
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Valley area demonstrated the growth, due to an excellent public school system. Ms. Genther
shared that the public school system rankings and reputation are the number one reason people
chose the community. Ms. Heller shared that 43% of the County budget is dedicated to the
school system. Ms. Williams shared recommendations for the Economic Development Plan
update, see attached. Ms. Williams shared how important outreach is, stating about half of the
respondents were uninformed about what is being done in the County. The timing of the survey
coincided with the school consolidation therefore, a lot of comments revolved around public
education.
After extensive discussion about the Economic Development Plan it was determined that
the members would review the plan and submit comments to Mr. Luff and the plan would be
revisited at the June meeting.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Ms. Genther, seconded by Mr.
Jacob, and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 4:54 p.m. The Commission agreed to
meet again on Wednesday, June 7, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jamie L. Williams
Coordinator

